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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS -- FACT SHEET

What is the Common Core State Standards Initiative?

~ The Common Core State Standards is a state-led initiative to develop a set of K-12 standards in English’

- language arts (ELA) and mathematics. The Common Core State Standards Initiative has been led by the
National Governor’s Association (NGA) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSS0), working
with Achleve ACT and the College Board, among others :

The State Board of Bducation adopted the Common Core State Standards at their regularly scheduled
meeting on August 17, 2010

Will the NECAP be rev1sed to the Common Core (CC)?

The NECAP assessment will not be revised to measure the Common Core. We must continue to ensure that
it measures the Grade Expectations so as to maintain the comparability of achievement results across years.
School accountability based on NECAP will continue most likely through the fall 2013 NECAP, which will
determine schools’ AYP status for SY 2014-2015. An assessment of the Common Core will be g1ven in
Spring 2015 which will most likely determlne schools” AYP status in SY 2015-16.

Will the Common Core State Standards in ELA and Mathematics replace the Gl:adé.

Expectations?
The SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) assessment framework, which will measure the
CC ELA and Mathematics, will replace our state-assessed Grade Expectations. :

When will districts need to have their curriculum ajned'?

Districts should implement ELA and math curriculum ahgned to the Common Core State Standards n
SY2013: 2014 at the latest.

When will the Common Core Standards be assesséd?
'What will the assessment look like?

The SMARTER Balanced Assessment (SBAC) will become operational in SY 2014-2015. However, SBAC
will be considerably different than the NECAP test. SBAC will develop a more comprehensive assessment
system which will have formative and benchmark components, as well as a summative assessment that will
utilize computer adaptive technology. This technology will provide more information about student
achievement and growth.

How will Vermont’s schools transition to the Common Core State Standards?

The path for each school and/or district will be different depending on their current alignment to the
Vermont Grade Expectations and decisions they make about classroom practice.
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. VT-DOE Plan for Statewide Implementation
~ of the Common Core State Standards (SY 2010-2011)

GOAL: Each Vermont educator will have an equitable opportunity over time

_to develop an understanding, appropriate to his or her educational
.. responsibilities, of the Common Core State Standards (CC) and thelr _
appllcatlon to curriculum, instruction and assessment. :

MODEL DOE will provide resources and processes that include --

Statewide network of teacher leaders (VPDNetworks);

Common Core Policy Group to consider and recommend policy for all levels of the
system to address access; equity, quality, communication and acc¢ountability;
Common Core Implementatlon Committee to recommend implementation strategies.

Vermon_t Dépaftmeht of Education Cross-Team Support |

P A—

Common Core Policy Group

Common Core Implementation

e.g., VSA, VPA, VINEA, IHE, CTE, el Committee _
VSBPE, VCTE, VCSEA Curriculum leaders -+ key PD: Providers,

¢.g., ESA, VMI, VRI, VSI

REGIONAL LEVEL

VPDNetwork leaders — representation per region across grade levels and content: ELA (4) math (4),

science (3), social studies (1) work with DOE to develop a deeper knowledge of the CC. The leaders
. themselves, as well as the materials they help to develop, become disirict and regional resources.

{

DISTRICT/SU LEADERSHIP LEVEL

DOE with the VPDNetwork [eaders will provide --

A CC awareness and informational opportumty in fall 2010 in five regions of the state
for district/SU leadership teams;

District /SU fall leadership team might include the superintendent, curriculum
coordinator, special education director, principals, and teacher representatives.
Regional meetings will include CC information and time for regional collaboration.

I

* District/SU leadership team will take responsibility to bring the CC resources and
information to each school and classroom. Regional collaboration is encouraged.

* DOE will gather data on district dissemination of provided resources and assess needs
for additional tools and resources to support the implementation of the CC.

SCHOOL/CLASSROOM LEVEIL,
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G/ COMMNMION CORE :
™ STATE STANDARDS IMITIATIVE Mathemat]cs Standards
PREPARING AMGRIOA'S GTUBNTS FOR COEOE & CARKFR | S umma ry

Research
e Internationally benchmarked to mathematics standards of high-achieving
countries and states.
o Designed to reverse the “mile-wide, inch-deep” analogy of US mathematics
curricula.

Design : -

» The Mathemahcal Standards create a rigorous deﬁnmon of coliege and
career-readiness for high school graduates.
+ The Common Core State Standards of Mathematical Practice define the.
dispositions and habits of successful mathematlcal students to ensure College
and Career Readiness.

¢ The Common Core State Standards of Mathematical Content define what
students should understand and be able to do at each grade level to ensure
College and Career Readiness.
¢ The standards are organized under large conceptual domains that span
several grade levels.
 Standards are grouped in conceptua{ clusters under each domain.

What Can We Begm to Do?

Standards for Mathemat1cal Practlce :
Mathematical dispositions and habits for al l grade leve!s

All Grade Begin to mc.’ude Mathemat:cal Practrces in classroom systems &
Levels routines.

Standards for Mathematical Content
The skills, knowledge, and concepts students should gain fluency and understanding in
each grade level, .

All Grade Ensure students obtain grade approprmte fluency of math
Levels facts.

Embed a greater variety of applications in existing curriculum.
Elementary Create vertical teams to build deeper mathematical
(Kindergarten understanding for teachers of concepts that span several grade
to 5 grade) levels

Utilize the Primary Numbers and Operations Assessment (PNOA}
for grades K-2 available on Riverdeep.

Middle School Build on existing assessment to include understanding of pre-
(6" - 8" Grade) | algebra concepts

High School Embed modeling in existing curriculum.
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Points of Emphasis
All Grades
o Balance Conceptual Understanding and Procedural Fluency
- o Math fact fluency included
o Modeling throughout grade levels

Elementary (Kindergarten - 5" Grade)

o K-5 standards develop a solid foundation in numbers and
operations necessary to successfully apply more advanced math
concepts and procedures in later grades.

o K-5 standards build a grade to grade progression of concepts (e.g.
fractions, integers) S '

Middle School (6™ to 8™ Grade)
o Aggressive progression towards preparation for Algebra i
o Provide a rich and deep understanding of concepts and
application of mathematics to prepare studepts for high school
mathematics. B

High School (9" to 12" Grade)

o A rigorous definition of College and Career Readmess for all

students.
» Two years beyond traditional Algebra 1 curriculum.

o Greater emphasis on functions that current Grade Expectations,

o Great emphasis on mathematlcal modelmg in all conceptual
domains.

o Advanced mathematical standards (+) are provided to help align
curriculum up to pre-Calculus level.
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COMMON CORE English Language Arts
STATE STANDARDS INITIATIVE Standards Summary

FREPRXING AMNIOAS OTUDENTS FOR GOMBAE & GAREER

Research e A -

» .Over the past ﬁfty years, the difficulty of cotlege and career- educatlon texts

has/increased steadily, while texts used in K 12 education have becorme less
demandlng (Appendlx A) : L

- unde_r_stand and be able to do by the end of each grade, and they were created
ito ensure: that all students are college and career ready by the énd of high
school. - I
e The'iEnghsh Language Arts Common Core State Standards are orgamzed into
W rands: - Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language. .

‘o Fach strand-is anchored by 10 College and Career Readiness Standards across
all: grade levels, -

.« .-Literacy Standards in History/ Social Studies, Science, and Other Technical
_Subjects are. mcluded as part of the CC ELA Standards.

| Pomts of EmphaSIS

. 'Ensure automatu:tty of
foundational skills using. -
‘formative & interim
- ‘asséssments.
2. Check ratio of literary to
-.informational text across
. gradeS' steadlly jncrease
“number-of: mformatlonal texts
. through grade levels.
3. Increased text complexity 3. Build understanding of the
CK12)° _ ~ importance of text complexity,
' including ‘methods for
o determining it (see - text
N complexity rubrics).
4. “Independent reading of 4. Use scaffolding and then
- complex texts (K-12) employ strategies for “gradual
C release of responsibility” to

assess independence.

_ Ep_u_nda_twnal Skills (K-S“)'

2. Balance of Literary and
Informational Text
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'WRITING

-1,

‘Text types:
Informative/explanatory

Opinion/argument

Narrative

. Production and

distribution of writing

. Research to Build and .
Present _Knowledge

1. Review school/district writing
plan to-prioritize and build
internalization of writing
structures across grades. . -

20 B’ala,née on-demand and process

writing-across the curriculum;

use technology ta interact with
‘others effectively andto.

produce & publish writing (6-12).

"3, (K-5) Implement short focused

research projects; . -
- (6-12) Develop: lessons to instruct |
effective Web searches & skills
to evaluate credibility of
sources; teach effective
synthesis. of information and
awareness of plagiarism;
(K-12) Employ reading/writing
connections across content &
grade tevels

SPEAKING

.' Comprehension &

: ;.:Vocabulary Acquxsrtlon &

Use. -

'- 1. Cc 77 Tnstruct & practice elements of
& : .-collaboration effective collaboration thh
. diverse partners.
USTENING 2. :k--Presentation of 2. Instruct awareness of aud1ences
-Knowledge & ldeas for standard English; develop a
. : speaking & listening’ rubnc with
3 . 1o students :
LANGUAGE 1 .,-"'C.onvénf-ibhs | 71. &-2..Rev1ew learning progression
o] 2e Knowledge of Language of grammar and usage skills across

grade levels; reinforce language use

in speaking, hstemng, writing,

reading.
3, Ensure that students have

- multiple strategies to build
vocabulary. Build educator
| :awareneéss of research in vocabulary

acquisition (Beck, McKeown,
Kucan).
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¥/CONIVION CORE - Literacy Standards for
STATE STANDARDS INITIAY m: ~ Science and Social S_tU,_diefS

__Summary

Background Informatlon

Currently, both scrence and saocial studles thmkrng skllls mcorporate a srgnrflcant
focus on lnqwry and problem-solving relating to- mvestlgatron and application of
nitént principles: The CC'State Standards:overlap with-the exrstlng lnqurry
process toa great extent, but have a further focus on effective reading; -
‘reflection and communication skills that can take student content EEE
understandlng to a deeper cognrtrve Ievel : D

_Btg Ideas o

“The Common Core Informatronal Readlng Standards (grades 6-12)
guide: students to interact with content-supporting informational readmg
and buiild on the content GEs. The Common Core Writing Standards
(grades 6-12) support clear communication of discipline-specific
perspectives and encourage students to develop informed conclusions within a
variety of content areas. These CC standards will support the current Inquiry GEs
in both Science (S6-12: 1-8) and Social Studies (H/8S 6-12: 1-7) and will
enhance and énrich student understanding of existing Inquiry and content
principles.

Points of Emphasis for Science and Social Studies/History
Student readers and writers are expected ..
» to examine the meanings of content-related technical and controversial
termmo[ogy,
> totake time for reflection of crltrcal ideas, and
> to compare the efficacy of perspectives from several different viewpoints
-on critical ¢ontent issues.
Communication of these analyses will include...
> clear statement of claims,
» use of advanced research to identify evidence to support claims,
> use of Speaking and Listening skills to establish |nformed discourse
-around claims and
» use of arevision process to convey an informed position on an issue.

—
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What Can We Do Now? =~

< et Classroom: mstructron can begin to address and provide opportunrtres for
students to practrce these skills relating to Science and Social. StudreslHlstory

content Teachers could begin by...

Examlnlng Informatronal Text options (newspapers books, perlodlcals

journals mternet resources) for. student use; :

v g
. on content |ssues (drscourse) 1
Encouraging students to develop arguments on dlsmplme-specrﬂc content
- Allowing. students to'strengthen communication skills through a revision
© . rprocess; and
e Encouraglng students to gather. and use evidence from Informatronal Text for
Analysrs Reflect_rcn and Sustarned Research wuth:n ccntent areas '
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